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The allotment site 1945 with airfield biuldings to the left 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The Gransden Allotments have only recently been established on what was a grass  field that  is on 
what had been part of  the Gransden Lodge World War Two airfield; building  foundations are  still 
present below  the surface  in parts of  the site. The soil  is calcareous Boulder Clay  that  in places  is 
prone to water logging. Drainage for the site has been improved and in 2011 a pond was excavated 
at the wettest area in the South West corner. The site is surrounded by typical enclosure type hedges 
on  three sides but with an older hedge with elms and Prunus  trees along  the western side, a  few 
large  trees  are  included  in  the  northern  hedge;  a  plantation  of White  Poplars  forms  part  of  the 
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southern boundary. The allotment plots are on the eastern side of the site in four blocks with tracks 
in between. A community orchard has been planted on the southern section of the western side and 
the  remainder  is  grassland with  plans  for  an  event  area  and wildflower meadow.  The Gransden 
Allotment Society has received grants and funding that has made it possible to provide some of the 
facilities at the site; drainage, a wildlife pond, orchard planting, track construction toilets and a tool 
store etc. are projects that have all been undertaken. 

 

 

Map of the allotments location on Caxton Road 

 



4 

 

THE GRANSDEN ALLOTMENTS SURVEY 2011 

 

 

   

               The allotment site Jan 2006                            The allotment site Oct 2008 

Being an amateur naturalist with some experience of recording work I was asked to carry out 
a survey during 2011, botany being my major interest the biggest effort was put into plant 
surveys, but anything that I could identify has been included. Several plot holders have also 
passed on information on birds and some insects. 

I divided the site into nine recording compartments as follows; the boundary sub divided into 
North, East, South and West, the garden plots, the tracks, the ponds, the orchard and the 
meadow. The boundaries with the hedges and verges are fairly stable areas with little habitat 
disturbance, the plots are the most disturbed areas and should attract more arable weeds; the 
tracks have shorter turf and are subjected to trampling and perhaps regular mowing regimes. 
The meadow is mown less frequently and allows plants to reach maturity and the same would 
apply to the orchard area, the drainage pond at the North East corner and the new site in the 
wet South West corner may include marshland species. The site was visited each month from 
March to October 2011 spending between one and a half and two and a half hours per visit 
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             The Community Orchard in 2011.        The Meadow Area 2011 

 

    

       The new pond and dipping platform 2011                       Childrens plots 2010 
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Sketch plan of the site with recording areas marked not to scale 

 

The four boundary areas are made up of the hedge and the verge / headland that is a few 
metres wide that appears to be left unmanaged. The west boundary includes the buildings and 
compost heap. 

 

The four plots are recorded as one 

The tracks between the plots and to the entrance are recorded as a single unit. 
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The line of a land drain with  spoil from the digging at the surface divides the meadow from 
the orchard 

 

The new pond and the drainage pond are recorded as one unit being the only places likely to 
have standing water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PLANT SPECIES LIST 

CRYPYOGRAMS 

EQUISETACEAE 

Field Horsetail  Equisetum arvense  

A small population on the south & west margins of the site 

DICOTYLEDONS 

RANUNCULACEAE 

Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris 

Scarce a few plants in the orchard area 

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens 
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Widespread and common throughout the site 

PAPAVERACEAE 

Common Poppy Papver rhoeas 

Odd plants on the plots 

Long-headed Poppy Papaver dubium 

Scarce odd plants on plots and near the entrance 

Greater Celendine Chelidonium majus 

Rare at the site one plant on the west boundary 

BRASSICACEAE 

Hedge Mustard Sisymbrium officinale 

Scattered population of individual plants along the North and West and on plots 

Winter Cress  Barbarea vulgaris 

Rare odd plant by the pond and on spoil along the drain trench through the meadow 

Charlock  Sinaps arvensis 

Infrequent on plots most in children’s area 

Shepherds Purse Capsella bursa-pastoris 

Frequent throughout the site on disturbed ground 

Hairy Bitter-cress Cardamine hirsute 

Scarce on plots 

Wavy Bitter-cress Cardamine flexuosa 

Scarce on plots 

Garlic Mustard Allaria petiolata  
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On all boundaries, the meadow and in the plots  

(Cultivated cabbage radish etc on the plots) 

CARYOPHYLLACEAE 

Common Chickweed  Stellaria media 

Very common especially on the plots and other disturbed ground 

White Campion Silene alba = latifolia 

Rare a few plants by the entrance on the north boundary 

Common Mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum 

A few plants on plots and tracks and south boundary 

Sticky Mouse-ear Cerastium glomeratum 

A Few plats on the East boundary and on the plots 

CHENOPODIACEAE 

Common Orache Atriplex patula 

Odd plants on plots and compost heap 

Fat Hen  Chenopodium album 

Common on plots and disturbed Ground 

Many-seeded Goosefoot Chenopodium polyspermum 

Around the compost heap and on the spoil from the pond 

MALVACEAE 

Common Mallow Malva sylvestris  

Scarce on the plots, but also odd plants on the edge of the track by the entrance. 

GERANIACEAE 
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Cut Leaved Cranes-bill   Geranium dissectum 

A scattered population with odd plants throughout the site but not recorded at the ponds 

Doves-foot Cranes-bill Geranium molle 

Less frequent than G dissectum but with a similar distribution 

ACERACEAE 

Field Maple  Acer campestre 

Small trees and shrubs a few planted in gaps in the hedges on the North, East and South 
boundaries 

FABACEAE 

Black Medick  Medicago lupulina 

Frequent on tracks and occasional on the meadow area 

White Clover  Trifolium repens 

Occasional in most area but only recorded on the western boundary around the buildings and 
compost heap 

Hop Trefoil  Trifolium campestre 

Rare with a few plants on the tracks and odd plants in the meadow 

Lesser Trefoil  Trifolium dubium 

Scarce only recorded from the meadow 
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              Greater Celandine                     Hop Trefoil                         Wild Plum 

 

ROSACEAE 

Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa 

Frequent in the hedge rows with a few planted in gaps 

Wild Plum  Prunus domestica 

Large straggling bushes/small trees in the West boundary hedge 

Common Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 

The most common shrub in the hedgerows 

Wild Rose  Rosa canina 

A few plants climbing the hedgerows 

Blackberry Bramble  Rubus fruticosus agg 

Frequent in the hedgerows also cultivated varieties on the plots. 

Dewberry  Rubus caesius 

Recorded on the North boundary could be in other boundary areas 
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Raspberry  Rubus idaeus 

A few canes found on the southern edge not certain of origin also cultivars on plots 

Wild Service Tree Sorbus torminalis 

Sapling planted in a gap in the hedge row on the East side of the site. 

Wild Pear   Pyrus communis 

Planted in hedge on the eastern side of the site also cultivars in the Orchard 

Creeping Cinquefoil Potentilla repens 

On the North boundary and odd plants on the tracks withstands trampling 

Crab Apple  Malus sylvestris 

Planted in the hedge on the east side of the site; Cultivated apples in the orchard 

Wood Avens  Geum Urbanum 

Scarce recorded on the west and north Boundaries 

LYTHRACEAE 

Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria 

Scarce plants recorded in the meadow, orchard and by the pond 

ONAGRACEAE 

Great Willow-herb Epilobium hirsutum 

Small stands on the North, West and south Boundaries also in the meadow and by the pond 

Hoary Willow-herb Epilobium parviflora 

Scattered population recorded on plots and the tracks (there may be other species) 

ARALIACEAE 
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Ivy  Hedera helix 

Found climbing in all of the hedgerows also on the ground on the South Boundary 

 

   

                       Redshank                  Many-seeded Goosefoot           Rough Chervil 

 

APIACEAE 

Cow Parsley  Anthriscus sylvestris 

Among the herbage on all boundaries flowers early 

Hog Weed  Heracleum sphondylum 

Solitary plants in the orchard on all boundaries and in the plots 

Rough Chervil  Chaerophyllum temulentum 

Small groups on the North and East Boundaries 

(Cultivated Carrots, Parsnips, etc. on the plots) 

CURCUBITACEAE 

White Bryony  Bryonia dioica 



14 

 

THE GRANSDEN ALLOTMENTS SURVEY 2011 

 

 

A solitary plant in the Western hedge 

 

EUPHORBIACEAE 

Sun Spurge  Euphorbia helioscopia 

Recorded on plots common 

POLYGONACEAE 

Black Bindweed Fallopia convovulus 

Only on the compost heap area 

Knotgrass  Polygonum aviculare 

Frequent on the North and West boundaries especially the compost heap also in the meadow 
on the plots and tracks 

Pale Persicaria  Polygonum = Persicaria lapathifolia 

Scarce on the plots and tracks; common on spoil from pond digging. 

Redshank Polygonum persicaria = Persicaria maculosa 

On the plots and very common on the pond spoil heap 

Broad leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolia 

Curled Dock  Rumex crispus 

The two species above have been identified there may be others scattered throughout the site 

URTICACEAE 

Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica 

In the herbage on all Boundaries also on the plots 

Annual Nettle  Urtica annua 
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Confined to the plots 

ULMACEAE 

Small-leaved Elm Ulmus minor (carpinifolia) 

Small trees in the west hedge some infected with Dutch elm disease  

SALICACEAE 

White Poplar  Populus alba 

Suckers encroaching from the plantation on the south west boundary 

PRIMULACEAE 

Cowslip  Primula veris 

Very rare a single clone near the gate  

Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvense 

An arable weed found on plots, and disturbed ground in the meadow drain spoil and pond 
digging spoil  

 

   

                        Cowslip            Large Bindweed              Scarlet Pimpernel 

 

OLEACEAE 
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Ash  Fraxinus excelsior 

A few trees in the hedge on the north and west boundaries. 

BORAGINACEAE 

Comfrey Symphytum sp 

Planted on the plots 

Field forget-me-not  Myosotis arvense 

Frequent in plots and disturbed areas on the west boundary, drain and pond spoil 

CONVOLVULACEAE 

Field Bindweed  Convolvulus arvensis 

On the plots and on the East and South boundaries 

Hedge Bindweed Calystegia sepium 

Rare confined to the north hedge 

Large bindweed Calystegia sylvatica 

An extensive area on the west boundary with this plant climbing over the hedge  

SOLANACEAE 

Bitter Sweet or Woody Nightshade  Solanum dulcamara 

Scarce with plants recorded on the east and west boundaries 

Black Nightshade Solanum nigra 

Scarce arable weed on disturbed soil 

SCROPHULARIACEAE 

Wall Speedwell Veronica arvense 

Small clumps on the tracks and drainage spoil across the meadow 
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Common Field Speedwell Veronica persica  

Frequent an many parts of the site especially disturbed ground 

Thyme-leaved Speedwell Veronica serpinifolia 

Rare only recorded on the plots 

Round- leaved Fluellen Kickxia spuria 

Locally common on pond spoil heaps 

Sharp-leaved Fluellen  Kickxia eglantine 

Locally common on pond spoil heaps 

Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor 

Scattered in the south west corner of the site from the shed to the pond area 

Red Bartsia   Odontites verna 

Scattered small population along the south of the site including the orchard near the pond and 
also odd plants found on the east side 

 

     

   Yellow Rattle          Red Bartsia                         Round leaved Fluellen 

Common Toadflax Linaria vulgaris 
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Rare recorded on plots  

 

LAMIACEAE 

Corn Mint Mentha arvense 

Rare recorded on the east boundary  (cultivated mints on plots) 

White Dead Nettle   Lamium Album 

Small stands on the North and West Boundaries, also on plots 

Red Dead Nettle  Lamium purpurea 

More widespread than the previous species found in most area in small patches 

Common Hemp Nettle Galiopsis tetrahit 

Scarce on Plots 

Hedge Woundwort  Stachys sylvatica 

Only on the south boundary 

Ground Ivy   Glechome hederacea 

Only found on the north boundary 

PLANTAGINACEAE 

Ribwort Plantain  Plantago lanceolata 

Plants on the East and west boundary and on the meadow and tracks 

Greater Plantain  Plantago major 

Scattered throughout the site in fairly open sward tolerates trampling on tracks 

RUBIACEAE 

Goose-grass   Galium aparine 



19 

 

THE GRANSDEN ALLOTMENTS SURVEY 2011 

 

 

 

 

Widespread and common climbing over 
vegetation 

CAPRIFOLIACEAE 

Elder    Sambucus nigra 

Afew shrubs in the hedge rows 

DIPSACACEAE 

Wild Teasle   Dipsacus fullonum 

Scarce recorded on the North & West boundaries 

ASTERACEAE 

Yarrow   Achilea millefolium 

Only recorded on the plots 

Stinking Chamomile  Anthemis cotula 

Found on all Boundaries and on drain spoil across meadow 

Burdock   Arctium species 

On the west and east boundaries and the plots 

Daisy    Bellis perennis 

Clones found on the north & east boundaries and scattered in the plots, the tracks and 
meadow 

Welted Thistle   Carduus crispa 

A few solitary plants on the north, east and west boundaries 

Creeping Thistle  Circium arvense 

A troublesome common weed recorded on the all section of the site 

Spear thistle    Circium vulgare 



20 

 

THE GRANSDEN ALLOTMENTS SURVEY 2011 

 

 

 

 

Less prolific tha the prevous species but 
recorded in all section of the site 

Canadian Fleabane  Conyza Canadensis 

Rare only recorded on the tracks 

Beaked Hawk’s Beard  Crepis viscaria = C taraxifolia 

Recorded on the meadow, orchard and plots 

(Note is likely that other plants with yellow daisy like flowers are present) 

Prickly Lettuce  Lactuca serriola 

Scarce with plants recorded on the plots and east boundary 

Groundsel   Senecio vulgaris 

A common weed of any disturbed ground 

Common Ragwort  Senecio jacobaea 

Not common recorded on east ans south boundaries the orchard and meadow 

Hoary Ragwort  Senecio  erucifolius 

Frequent and recorded in all sectionsof the site 

Prickly Sowthistle  Sonchus asper 

Widespread and common from all sections of the site 

Smooth Sowthistle  Sonchus oleraceus 

Reorded on plots the meadow, orchard and tracks in small numbers 

Dandelion   Taraxacum officinale agg 

Widespread and common no attempt to identify sub species etc. 

Bristly Oxtongue   Picris echiodes 
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Abundant from all sections of the site sub species not recorded 

Goat’s-beard   Tragopogon pratensis 

Rare recorded on the north boundary 

Scentless Mayweed  Tripleurospermum inordum 

Recorded at all sections of the site common 

Coltsfoot   Tussilago farfara 

Scarce recorded on the south boundary 

MONOCOTYLEDONS 

JUNCACEAE 

Jointed Rush   Juncus articulatus 

Confined to the drainage pond N E corner 

Hard Rush   Juncus inflexus 

On the wet SW corner and the pond in NE corner 

ARACEAE 

Cuckoo Pint   Arum maculatum 

On all boundaries in small numbers 

DIOSCOREACEAE 

Black Bryony   Tamus communis 

Rare odd  plants climbing on the south baoundary hedge 
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           Cuckoo Pint                               Black Bryony 

 

 

 

POACEAE 

Note the distribution of most grass species has not been recorded 

Timothy Grass   Phleum pratense 

Smaller Cat’s-tail  Phleum bertolonii 

Black Grass   Alopecurus myosuroides 

Common Couch  Elytrigia repens 

Perennial Rye Grass  Lolium perenne 

Italian Rye Grass  Lolium multiflorum 

Cocksfoot   Dactylia glomerata 

Abundant and widespread at the site 
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Yorkshire Fog   Holcus lanatus 

Barren Brome   Anisantha sterilis 

Soft Brome   Bromus hordeaceus agg 

Meadow Brome  Bromus commutatus 

False Oat Grass  Arrenatherum elatius 

Tufted Hair Grass  Deschampsia cespitosa 

Wood Small Reed  Calamagrostis epigejos 

Wild Oat   Avena fatua 

Only recorded on the plots 

Creeping bent   Agrostis stolonifera 

Rough Meadow Grass  Poa trivialis 

Annual Meadow Grass Poa annua 

 

    

                   False Oat Grass                    Cocksfoot                            Black Grass 
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OTHER OBSERVATIONS AND RECORDS 

BIRDS: the records are for birds observed on the site various gulls, corvids, pigeons and 
finches were observed flying over the area but not included 

Blackbird  Frequent 

Dunnock   Scarce in headgerows 

Robin  common 

Wren   scarce in hedge rows 

Jackdaw  occasional in trees 

Carrion Crow  scarce on ground or in trees 

Starling small groups occasional 
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Wood pigeon  common 

Blackcap a single male singing in hedge 

Pied Wagtail a bird on spoil near pond 

Swallow   hawking over site 

Red Legged Partridge put to flight from east boundary 

Pheasant put to flight from meadow 

Chaffinch regular sightings 

Linnet rare small group settled on hedge for a few minutes 

Yellow Hammer solitary bird on hedge         Robin 

 

ADDITIONAL BIRDS RECORDED BY PLOT HOLDERS 

Mallard 

Reed Bunting  reported and photographed by a plot holder   

Pheasant 

Grey Heron 

Red kite 

Common Buzzard 

Sparrowhawk 

Kestrel 

Collared Dove 

Turtle Dove 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
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Skylark 

Grey Wagtail 

Wheatear 

Song Thrush 

Redwing  

Fieldfare 

Lesser Whitethroat 

Willow Warbler 

Great Tit 

Blue Tit  Bred in nest box 

Long-tailed Tit      Male Reed Bunting  

House Sparrow 

Greenfinch Goldfinch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

BUTTERFLIES  

Brimstone  
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Orange Tip  

Green-veined White  

Small Tortoishell  

Meadow Brown  

Peacock caterpillars on nettles 

Small Heath  

Large White  

Small White  

Gate Keeper  

Ringlet  

Large Skipper  

Small Skipper  

Essex Skipper  

                                                                                          Gate keepers on Ragwort 

OTHER INVERTEBRATES  

White Tailed Bumblebee  

Common Wasp  

Gall on Hawthorn leaves     Phyllocoptes goniothorax 

Gall on Creeping Thistle Urophora cardui 

Gall on Elm leaves  

Silver Y moth 

Cinnabar Moth  caterpillars on ragwort 
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LEAF MINING MOTHS   Recorded by B. Dickerson 19/10/2011 

CODE TAXON    HOST 

28 Ectoedemia angulifasciella Rose 

50 Stigmella aurella  Bramble 

63 Stigmella lemniscella  Elm 

79 Stigmella perpygmaeella Hawthorn 

92 Stigmella anomalella  Rose 

95 Stigmella viscerella  Elm 

264 Bedellia somnulentella  Bindweed 

271 Bucculatrix albedinella  Elm 

303 Parornix anglicella  Hawthorn 

323 Phyllonorycter oxyacanthae Hawthorn 

332 Phyllonorycter corylifoliella Hawthorn 

352 Phyllonorycter schreberella Elm 

356 Phyllonorycter tristrigella Elm 

 

OTHER VERTEBRATES 

Rabbit 

Common Toad  
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FUNGI 

Volvariella murinella 

A single fruitbody of this unusual species found on th tracks between plots 

The Deceiver  Laccaria laccata 

In grass close to the pond 

Galerina laevis 

Tiny honey coloured toadstools in grass on the south edge of site 

Leek Rust   Puccinia allii  

Observed on the leaves of cultivated leeks 

Hollyhock Rust Puccinia malvacea 

On Holyhocks and wild mallows 

Creeping Thistle Rust  Puccinia pumctiformis 

On creeping Thistles 

Poplar Rust  Melampsora poplinea 

On the underside of grey Poplar leaves south edge of site 

Sphaerotheca plantaginis 

Mildew on Plantains 

Erysiphe galeopsidis 

On Common Hemp Nettle 

Dutch Elm Disease Ceratocystis ulmi 
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Indicated by dying leaves on elm trees along the west boundary 

Erysiphe heraclei    

Powdery Mildew on Hogweed plants            

Coleosporium tussilaginis          Volvariella murinella 

Rust on Groundsel 

Phragmidium violaceum 

Rust on Bramble Leaves 

 

MYXOMYCETES  SLIME MOULDS 

Mucilago crustacea 

Looks like dogs vomit on herbage 

 

 

 

   

   

     The pond excavation June 2011            The pond spoil heap September 2011 

These two photos show the rapid colonisation by arable weeds onto the spoil from the pond 



31 

 

THE GRANSDEN ALLOTMENTS SURVEY 2011 

 

 

excavation. The spoil heap on the left in the June photo is in the foreground in the photo on 
the right taken in September. 

 

 


